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As the Governor of New South Wales, I cherish the opportunity to promote the 

achievements of the people and communities of our State. It is with great pleasure that 

I congratulate the finalists and winners of the 2020 NSW International Student Awards.

2020 has been a challenging year, not least for the many international students who 

have chosen to further their education in our State. Through these Awards, the NSW 

Government recognises and celebrates the outstanding contributions international 

students make to our communities. The finalists and winners of these Awards are 

exceptionally committed and inspiring individuals who have demonstrated great 

adaptability in the face of the changes and challenges encountered this year. 

I also congratulate the recipients of the 2020 NSW International Student Community 

Engagement Award, which recognises education providers, businesses and community 

groups for fostering care, connections and a sense of belonging for international 

students in our community.

Cultural diversity and inclusiveness are two of our State’s greatest strengths. International 

students reinforce these qualities by enriching our communities as students and building 

bridges between NSW and the rest of the world as alumni. The NSW Government is 

committed to ensuring that our valued international students prosper and have every 

opportunity to establish meaningful connections and friendships that will serve them in 

their chosen careers and beyond.

Thank you to everyone for attending this ceremony. You all play a vital role in making our 

State a welcoming and inclusive place to study, live and work.

Message from Her Excellency 
The Honourable Margaret Beazley AC QC 
Governor of New South Wales

The Honourable Margaret Beazley AC QC 
Governor of New South Wales
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Welcome to the  
2020 NSW 
International  
Student Awards

Study NSW is an initiative of the NSW Government, established to support 

and grow the international education sector by attracting students to NSW 

and enhancing the quality of their experience while in the state. The unit 

represents the international education sector through coordinating policy 

and advocacy to advance international education in NSW. Study NSW also 

recognises the contributions international students make to our communities 

through initiatives such as the NSW International Student Awards. 

Study NSW

2020 NSW International Student 
Community Engagement Award finalists: 
Siddhant Acharya, Dr Benjamin Wilkes and 
Mon Mon Myo Myint.
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At the inception of Study NSW, the NSW International Education Advisory Board was 

appointed to advise the NSW Government on the continued development of the state’s 

international education sector. Together with Study NSW, the Board aims to ensure the 

full potential of our education system can be realised. 

The board provides expert advice on the delivery of Study NSW initiatives and activities. 

Board members bring expertise from education, research, industry and government. 

The NSW International Education Advisory Board congratulates the finalists and winners 

of the 2020 NSW International Student Awards. 

The NSW International Student Awards recognise the outstanding contribution 

international students make to communities in NSW, and celebrate excellence in 

international student community engagement. 

Two groups of awards are presented—the NSW International Student of the Year Awards 

and the NSW International Student Community Engagement Awards. 

The NSW International Student of the Year Awards recognises the contribution made by 

individual students to both the international student community and the broader NSW 

community. The awards showcase the achievements of international students in the 

schools, vocational education and training (VET), and higher education sectors.

The NSW International Student Community Engagement Awards recognise the 

contribution of education providers, businesses and community groups that support 

international students to connect with the community through programs and 

initiatives. The award is offered in two categories—business/community group and 

education provider.

NSW International Student Awards

NSW International Education Advisory Board The NSW International 
Education Advisory Board 
congratulates the finalists 
and winners of the  
2020 NSW International 
Student Awards. 

2020 NSW International Student  
Award finalist: Elise Hyoin Lee.
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Official 
proceedings

Welcome to Government House Sydney 
Colonel Michael Miller RFD 

Official Secretary to the Governor of NSW

Acknowledgement of Country and Welcome Remarks 

Her Excellency the Honourable Margaret Beazley AC QC 

Governor of New South Wales

NSW International Student of the Year Awards presentation 

Schools

NSW International Student of the Year Awards presentation 

ELICOS

NSW International Student of the Year Awards presentation 

Vocational Education and Training

NSW International Student of the Year Awards presentation 

Higher Education

2:10pm

3:00pm

3:30pm

NSW International Student Community Engagement Awards 
presentation 

Business and Community

NSW International Student Community Engagement Awards 
presentation 

Education Providers

Response 

Ms Jennifer West 

Deputy Secretary NSW Treasury 

Presentation concludes 

Garden Tea reception 

Event close
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Angel Wang (China)  
Pymble Ladies’ College,  
Pymble

Angel is an international boarder in year eight at Pymble Ladies’ College in Sydney. She is 

a positive role model for her peers and school community, with a devoted work ethic and 

a strong commitment to understand and respect all cultures.

At the beginning of 2020, Angel became concerned about the severe shortage of 

medical supplies in Wuhan and organised thousands of medical grade gloves and 

protective suits for the local hospital through donations and her own money. In the 

months following, and as the impact of COVID-19 was felt in Australia, she also created a 

website to help her community in NSW understand the risks of the pandemic. 

Angel’s community recognises her actions as embodying the school’s values of care, 

respect, responsibility, integrity and courage. She continues to demonstrate immense 

strength in 2020, despite not being able to return home to see her family in China.

Tung Linh Ha (Vietnam) 
Beverly Hills Girls High School,  
Beverly Hills

Tung Linh Ha (known by her friends as Andrea) is a Year 12 student at Beverly Hills Girls 

High School in Sydney. She is originally from Hai Phong (a city in east Vietnam) and has 

been recognised by her teachers, peers and community as a dedicated student who goes 

above and beyond to give back.

For the past two years, Andrea has served her community as a House Vice-Captain and 

Senior Executive Officer, as well as Director of Personnel and Leader of the Wellbeing 

Committee on the Student Representative Council. She has led initiatives like ‘Be Kind Day’ 

and SASSY (the school’s intensive English program) and given her time and support to 

charities including the Salvation Army, World Vision and Harmony Day to name a few.

Andrea is admired by her peers and teachers alike, not only for her academic 

achievements, but for her pride and respect for her Vietnamese heritage. She has 

been a key player in the school’s yearly Multicultural Day, sharing her experiences and 

championing cultural beauty, diversity and cohesion.

Nickie Tran (Vietnam)  
Sarah Redfern High School,  
Minto 

Nickie was born in Vietnam and is a dedicated student at Sarah Redfern High School with 

outstanding academic achievements. Her tireless dedication to her school community 

makes her a standout among her peers.

Nickie regularly volunteers her time to the school’s Breakfast Club, coordinates the 

Student Representative Council and is the secretary for the Interact (Rotary) Club. Being 

part of these clubs has allowed her to make significant contributions to fundraisers such 

as White Ribbon Day and ‘R U OK Day’.

Nickie also participated in NSW Department of Education’s ‘Student Voice’ committee, 

where she played a pivotal role in evaluating a platform that helped to enhance student 

perspective on their experiences in their community.

Her strongest passion is advocating for social justice in her community. She is a talented 

writer who uses her skills to improve the quality of students’ lives, writing for Story 

Factory’s ‘Read Aloud’ program, which partners with Camp Quality’s ‘Happiness Hub’. 

NSW International 
Student of the  
Year Awards

Schools
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NSW International 
Student of the  
Year Awards

ELICOS

Tasnimul Islam (Bangladesh) 
Macquarie University,  
Macquarie Park

Tasnimul is studying for a Diploma of Information Technology at Macquarie University 

and is known for raising awareness about mental health among international students. 

Tasnimul is a role model for his peers and dedicates hours as a mentor and peer Leader 

in the Macquarie University Mentors Program. He is also Vice President of the University’s 

Business Analytics Club and Marketing Director of the Macquarie Bangladesh Students 

Association. Tasnimul’s passion for raising awareness of mental health issues shines 

through in his role at the Bangladesh Students Association, where he provides advice to 

the Bangladeshi community on where to seek help.

Tasnimul is also an Outgoing Exchange Associate at AISEC where he organises cultural 

sharing and inclusion programs that help international students feel at home in the 

Macquarie community. 

He also shared his own experience as an international student from Bangladesh for 

the creation of ‘You are not Alone’, a video focused on mental health to support the 

thousands of international students who arrive at Macquarie University each year.

Manuel Lencastre Airone (Mozambique) 
University of Newcastle,  
Newcastle 

Manuel is a Master of Disaster Resilience and Sustainable Development student at the 

University of Newcastle, which he commenced following an ELICOS course.

Manuel is a focused student who believes in active community participation and cultural 

sharing. During his time in Newcastle, he has immersed himself in several volunteering 

opportunities on campus including various student experience programs. Outside 

university, Manuel volunteers for the Hunter Wetlands and works with school excursion 

programs and local community members.

Manuel is passionate about his culture and sharing his experiences with his community. 

In 2019, he took the initiative to represent his home country Mozambique at the annual 

Riverlights Cultural Festival, where he cooked and served traditional food for the 

community. He has also been instrumental in organising weekly kizomba lessons for 

students on campus, which began prior to the start of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Shuang Zhang (China) 
University of Newcastle,  
Newcastle 

Shuang is a postgraduate student at the University of Newcastle, completing a PhD in 

Construction Management (Building). Shuang is high-spirited and passionate about 

spending her time to help those in need. 

Shuang is a University of Newcastle volunteer and touches the lives of students and 

staff at many university events, particularly those that benefit ELICOS students. She also 

completed her own ELICOS course in 2019 before starting her Doctorate.

Shuang works to bridge academic, professional and cultural gaps between Australia and 

her homeland, China. She has organised Chinese alumni to share their industry experience 

with students and continues to facilitate weekly ‘Lucky Lantern’ workshops on campus. 

Shuang continues to make significant contributions to her local and global communities 

through her work with the UNSA International Students Wing, the Australia-China Youth 

Association and the University of Newcastle Student’s Association.
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NSW International  
Student of the  
Year Awards

Vocational Education and Training

Ligia Maria Andriolli Caseiro (Brazil) 
Kirana Colleges Australia,  
Sydney

Ligia Maria is a dedicated student from Brazil and an active member of the local 

community in NSW. She recently completed a Diploma of Social Media Marketing and has 

started the Diploma of Community Services at Kirana Colleges Australia.

She worked as an educator for Waverley Council and as a Bilingual Student Learning 

Support Officer - for the NSW Department of Education at Central Sydney Intensive 

English High School. Her current position is as an Advanced Child Care Educator at KU 

Children’s Services.

While in Brazil, Ligia Maria volunteered in social and environmental programs for 

approximately nine years. In NSW she worked as a coordinator and volunteer for 

BrazilianAid during the Bushfire season in 2019/2020 and the COVID-19 Pandemic. They 

mobilised more than 300 volunteers to work with Blaze Aid, Food Bank, Addison Road, 

and Our Big Kitchen. 

She is now a volunteer for the Australian Chamber of Commerce, the Embassy of Brazil 

and has applied to volunteer with New South Wales State Emergency Service. She is 

always doing her best to support the local communities here in NSW.

Nicola Evans (United Kingdom) 
Academy of Entrepreneurs,  
Pyrmont

Nicola (also known as Nikki) is an international student at the Academy of Entrepreneurs 

in Sydney. Originally from Manchester in the United Kingdom, Nikki is a qualified mindset 

coach and mentor, helping clients to reach their potential. 

Nikki is a model of integrity, collaboration and positivity for her peers, empowering 

countless students through her work. She is an active member of the Academy of 

Entrepreneurs and broader community, proactively sharing her expertise to help peers with 

their business ventures. 

Seeing the impact COVID-19 was having on student’s physical and mental health, Nikki is 

working hard to ensure students remain connected with their purpose and what brings 

them happiness. She has also recently launched a podcast and WhatsApp group to help 

people cope with quarantine, providing an avenue to encourage positive change despite 

the pandemic.

Elise Hyoin Lee (South Korea)  
TAFE NSW,  
Ultimo

Elise is from South Korea and studying a Diploma of Beauty Therapy at TAFE NSW in 

Ultimo. Elise’s peers and teachers recognise her for her diligent client care, ability to 

apply herself to her studies and commitment to the wider community. 

Her volunteer work continues to have a lasting impact on the lives of many in the 

community. She contributes both her time and expertise at charities including: Dress 

for Success, to empower women to re-enter the workforce by providing clothing and 

styling advice; the Exodus Foundation, to give back to those experiencing hardship and 

homelessness; and Randwick Children’s Hospital, where she provides pamper treatments 

for parents and carers of ill children. 

Elise epitomises community spirit and is a role model among her peers. She continues 

to advocate for vocational education and strengthening education pathways between 

Australia and her home country.
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NSW International 
Student of the  
Year Awards 

Higher Education

Jami Emerson (United States) 
Australian Catholic University,  
North Sydney

Jami is originally from Oregon City in the United States and is studying a Bachelor of 

Information Technology at the Australian Catholic University. She has a passion for 

personal and corporate social responsibility and is known for her relentless commitment 

and leadership skills.

Jami is the founder-in-residence for the UTS Techcelerator Female Founder Mentoring 

Program, developing insights into how social responsibility can benefit organisations, 

businesses and communities. 

She also founded her own charity Chronic Hope (having endured the challenges of chronic 

fatigue syndrome), to help those in the community living with chronic illness achieve better 

health outcomes and find hope in their situations. 

Being from the United States, Jami understood the need for international students to have 

opportunities to develop their skills for employment outside of university. As part of her 

charity, Jami offers volunteer opportunities to international students to help kick start 

their careers.

Jami is constantly looking for ways to contribute, share stories and foster a sense of 

camaraderie in her community. 

Ramesh Shrestha (Nepal)  
TAFE NSW,  
Nirimba

Ramesh is a Nepalese student at TAFE NSW, studying a Bachelor of Early Childhood 

Education and Care, and has helped and inspired hundreds of students through his work. 

Ramesh dedicates much of his time to volunteering for causes he believes in. He has 

worked tirelessly as the President of Vision for Motivation, a community organisation that 

works to motivate and assist international students in Australia. Through his role, Ramesh 

helped support international students in need in the aftermath of COVID-19 through 

‘meal4mates’, a project to provide free grocery packages to more than 2,000 students. 

Ramesh also raised more than $1,000 for the NSW Rural Fire Service at a charity night 

attended by international students, the local MP and other community members. 

Ramesh was recognised in ABC’s ‘The Little Things’ project as a role model and 

spokesperson for male early childhood educators. He was also recently awarded the 

Council of International Students Australia’s Student of the Year Award for his altruistic 

social work for fellow students. 

Asked what motivates him in life, Ramesh’s reply is simple but speaks volumes – “Making 

others smile makes me happy”.

Juliana Peloche (Brazil) 
University of Wollongong,  
Wollongong

Juliana is a PhD candidate at the University of Wollongong. Her work has had an 

immediate, positive and immeasurable impact on the community at large. 

Juliana is a Student Leader in on-campus accommodation, where she provides support 

and knowledge for her residents. Her links within the Brazilian community and her cultural 

awareness and empathy have served to strengthen inclusivity within the student community. 

Juliana’s compassion has extended to supporting the community during the COVID-19 

pandemic. She is a part of the Food+ with Care group, which supports local international 

students with food assistance, and plays an integral role in linking the group with the wider 

community. She has also helped provide 200 meals per week for more than five months as 

part of her role as Wollongong Area Core Lead for the Shining Star Foundation. 

Juliana continues to inspire her fellow students and community members through her 

altruistic and overwhelmingly positive actions.
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DE International and Medibank responded rapidly to support international students 

during the COVID-19 pandemic. The organisations created a sense of community among 

international students who shifted unexpectedly to remote learning in 2020. Their focus went 

beyond just a single student, also providing support to students’ families outside Australia. 

They developed a four-pillared response to the impacts of the pandemic: support students 

with mental health needs; create a student community able to share 

positive experiences while practising social distancing; support those 

who support international students; and ensure those who needed 

further help would receive it. 

Their readiness to deploy resources and expertise has had an 

overwhelming impact on the community and brought comfort to 

international students and their families.

The Communities in Cultural Transition (CiCT) project is an initiative within the NSW Service 

for the Treatment and Rehabilitation of Torture and Trauma Survivors.

CiCT provides free services to assist non-funded associations and groups from newly arrived, 

small and emerging refugee communities to develop governance and leadership capacity. 

The aim of the program is to empower independence and self-reliance while building on the 

existing strengths of those groups and organisations. 

Postgraduate international students have become the lifeblood of the program, contributing 

more than 5,500 hours of work to communities in need – and developing key skills in 

turn which have helped them to gain employment after studies. They have truly built the 

foundations of CiCT’s success, enabling the facilitation of leadership and suicide prevention 

training programs since 2019. They also coordinated a forum in 2019 which 

was attended by more than 230 people.

The students gained a real understanding of and empathy for the 

struggles of refugee communities. They are given responsibility to 

complete meaningful work and have a direct community impact. Three 

students stayed on at STARTTS as employees.

NSW International 
Student Community 
Engagement Awards

Business and Community

Communities in Cultural Transition Project 
Jorge Aroche, NSW Service for the 
Treatment and Rehabilitation of Torture and 
Trauma Survivors (STARTTS), NSW

DE International & Medibank  
student wellbeing support programs 
Dr Rebecca Tinning, Medibank

Food+ with Care 
Erin Snape, Kylee Bentham, Amar Singh, 
University of Wollongong and Community 
Partners, Wollongong

Food+ with Care is an exemplar of a collaborative working group, consisting of University 

of Wollongong Staff, UOW Pulse Staff, Shining Stars Foundation Street Outreach Service; 

Turbans 4 Australia; International Christian Church; Corrimal & West Wollongong Rotary, 

Shellharbour Community Church, the Indian Australian Cultural Association - Illawarra 

Incorporated and BUPA (OHSC partner). Together, they worked to support UOW students 

based across Wollongong and Sydney in the wake of COVID-19. 

Formed with staff and students from across campuses, faculties and divisions, as well as 

eight community organisations, Food+ with Care has been a lifeline for many struggling 

students and community members. The group continues to provide a connection as well as 

free grocery packages and toiletry items to people acutely impacted by the global pandemic. 

Originally set up as a weekly support service, the scope of support rapidly developed due to 

overwhelming demand. The group quickly increased capacity – delivering donations of food 

support and essential items to more than 4,000 students to date. 

The Food+ with Care group continues to provide unwavering 

support so that students can focus on their studies.
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UTS HELPS developed the HELPS U:Connect programs to enhance the language skills and 

confidence of international students through regular conversation with volunteers in group 

and one-on-one settings. More than 4,500 students and 2,000 volunteers have taken part 

since 2014.

During the pandemic, over 850 participants demonstrated the need to stay connected online 

across student, staff and alumni communities.

Conversations@UTS offers free conversation group sessions, recording over 1400 

attendances this year including students currently studying offshore. Many students 

attended up to three sessions per week to improve their fluency, make friends and learn 

about living in Sydney while volunteers enjoyed the break from work or study and the  

cross-cultural experience.

The UTS HELPS Buddy Program matched student and volunteer 

‘buddies’ for weekly catchups or language exchange. This year over  

500 buddies met regularly online, further highlighting the importance  

of these connections at a time of significant disruption.

In response to the unprecedented impact of COVID-19, Macquarie University combined 

forces and resources across the university to create the Macquarie Student Success 

Support Package (MQSSSP) and effectively address the needs of the international 

student cohort.

The package provided students with streamlined access to practical support including 

vouchers and grants, relieving students from financial concerns due to the pandemic 

allowing them to focus on their studies.

The MQSSSP combined with the University’s Wellbeing App to provide instant advice and 

referrals to students across a range of wellbeing issues such as stress, productivity and 

anxiety. More than 3,000 international students have used the app since its creation in March.

By working together to provide financial, professional, and 

social support, the University was able to positively impact the 

international student experience during a very challenging time.

NSW International 
Student Community 
Engagement Awards

Education Providers

As part of its COVID-19 response, Kaplan Business School delivered a student 

welfare plan to support their students and maintain academic standard throughout 

the pandemic. 

Within three weeks, Kaplan Business School delivered a support package which catered 

for their student cohort (97 per cent of which are international students). The $6 million 

financial support plan included tuition relief for all full-time students and a hardship fund 

for students who had lost their job or had their working hours reduced. Students were 

also supported by replacing all textbooks with free resources, hosting 196 extracurricular 

webinars, and facilitating 24/7 emergency support.

The plan helped students stay focused and positive while they continued their studies, 

knowing the school was there to support them. At the same time, the school saw 

their overall pass rate rise to 90 per cent and student 

satisfaction with teacher quality rise to a record  

4.6 out of 5.

COVID-19 Student Welfare Plan 
Kaplan Leadership Team (representative 
James Adonopoulos featured), 
Kaplan Business School, Sydney

Macquarie Student Success Support 
Package Initiative  
Macquarie University,  
Macquarie Park 

UTS HELPS U:Connect 
Daisy Dang, MaryAnn McDonald and  
Kaitlin Moore, University of Technology 
Sydney, Ultimo 
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Study NSW thanks the sponsors of the 2020 NSW International Student Awards:

Prize sponsor:

Sponsors

Connect with Study NSW

Study NSW is a NSW Government agency dedicated to supporting and enriching your 
international student experience.

Our team coordinates a wide range of free initiatives to help you with living, studying 
and working in NSW.

Access international student  
support and engagement programs.

Access free legal advice from 
International Student Legal  
Service NSW.

Explore work experience and work 
integrated learning opportunities. 

Find out about our NSW 
International Student Awards.

Get involved with our annual 
partner projects.

Visit our website www.study.sydney 
to find out more and keep in touch.

Contact Service NSW on  
13 77 88 for free information  
and referral advice.

Subscribe to our mailing 
list for regular news, events 
and opportunities  
www.study.sydney/subscribe

Scan to connect or visit www.study.sydney

2019 NSW International Student Award 
finalists: Daniel Carpentier, Sergi Toda Galan 
and Maram Magdi Abdelaziez Mohamed.

21



Share your experience

#NSWIntStudentAwards  
#StudyNSW

www.study.sydney
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